THE PROCESS, FORM ANB SUBSTAKCE OF POETRY

intelligence and the call for a refined and classical
taste begin to predominate. It regards poetry as a
cultured entertainment and amusement of the
highly civilised mind; it interests by a faultless art
of words, a constant and ingenious invention, a
sustained novelty of ideas, incidents, word and
phrase. An unfailing variety or the outward
appearance of it is one of the elegances of this art.
But all poetry is not of this kind; its rule does not
apply to poets like Homer or Valmiki or other early
writers- The Veda might almost be described as a
mass of repetitions; so might the work of Vaishnava
poets and the poetic Hterature of devotion generally
in India. Arnold has noted this distinction when
speaking of Homer; he mentioned especially tkat
there is nothing objectionable in the close repetition
of the same word in the Homeric way of writing.
In many things Homer seems to make a point of
repeating himself. He has stock descriptions, epithets
always reiterated, lines even which are constantly
repeated again and again when the same incident
returns in his narrative, e.g., the line>

"Doupejsen de pesom arabese de teuch cep* auto

"Down  with a thud  he  fell  and  his  armour

clangoured upon
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